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they have their place as well us we. Looking at the subject from the people’s 
standpoint, it seems rather hard lines for a man who is supporting his family 
upon from fifteen to thirty dollars per week to be forced to employ a nurse 
who charges fifteen dollars per week (at the very least) to take care of his 
wife if she chance to be attacked by some trilling illness. Many times all that 
is required is to keep the patient clean and comfortable and to administer food 
and medicine according to the doctor's directions. It certainly is not wise for 
a nurse to charge less than the usual fee for such cases, yet I am sure I should 
feel very uncomfortable many times in accepting my fee did I not know there 
were non-professional nurses in the city who could be procured for less money. 
It certainly should be against the law for them to claim to be graduates, but 
I hope, for the sake of the people, the time will never come when they may 
not be employed. 

I would appreciate it very much, and think perhaps there are others who 
would also appreciate it, if diet-lists were published in the Journal suitable for 
special cases,—Bright’s disease, stomach troubles, etc. 

A New Subscriber. 

[Such a list was published in the November, 1900, number of the Journal. 
—Ed.] 


Detroit, Mich., February 8, 1903. 

Dear Editor: In view of the fact that a movement is on foot to establish 
laws to regulate the practice of nursing, it may be well to call attention to the 
desirability of making the laws in the various States uniform, so that nurses 
who intend to change their location may not meet with unnecessary difficulties. 
You aro undoubtedly aware that the medical practice acts vary considerably, 
and that much annoyance is caused thereby. I think that it is easier to establish 
uniform laws from the beginning than to change all individual laws afterwards 
in order to make them equal to those of other States. 

Emil Ambero, M.D. 

Dear Editor : There is one subject which I have not seen mentioned in the 
Journal, —namely, the dignified maintenance of nurses who are too old or who 
have becomo incapacitated, through loss of robust health, so that they arc 
not able to do professional work. 

Not long ago in a weekly journal I saw an advertisement to this effect: 
“A trained nurse in New York City would be glad to give her services for a 
part of the night in return for board, laundry, and a small compensation.” 

In the same journal I frequently see advertisements stating that a trained 
nurse would like a position as companion or as a nursery governess or to take 
care of an infant under a year old, and when I read them I always feel irri¬ 
tated. But, on the other hand, probably the women who advertise are in urgent 
need of employment, and, of course, to have had a nurse’s training would be in 
their favor in securing the above-named positions. Also I have heard it stated 
by a prominent physician that a nurse ought not, as so many of them do, to 
engage herself to a maternity case for three months. He held that neither 
mother nor child, in a normal case, could be considered a patient after the lapse 
of four weeks, and that it was as undignified for a nurse to accept money for 
other than professional services as it would be for a lawyer or a physician to 
do so. 
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I would be glad to have your opinion on these subjects. 

I wish to express my appreciation of the Journal. I have renewed my 
subscription to it with the feeling that I could not well get along without it. 
Aside from its evident educational value, it forms a pleasant social bond. I must 
confess that I always look first at the report of the “ Guild of St. Barnabas,” 
and then at the “ Hospital and Training-School Items,” to see what news I 
can find of my friends. Nurses are, as a rule, too busy for much correspondence, 
yet it is pleasant to know what is happening to one’s workmates, and the Jour¬ 
nal often brings welcome news. Susan B. Johnson. 

[From a strictly professional standpoint we think the doctor is right, but, 
on' the other hand, trained care during the first three months of a child’s life 
may make a vigorous man out of puny material. Many nurses feel that such 
cases give them a rest from worry, which makes it possible for them to work 
longer years without loss of money, which seems justifiable.— Kd.] 


Dear Kditor: Ever since the Journal came into existence I have been a sub¬ 
scriber and reader, and as 1 have been far away from hospital centres and nursing 
fields, I have welcomed its monthly appearance with delight, feeling that it was 
helping to raise my standard and to renew my earlier ambitions and desires. I 
have also been keen to send some little helping word that would assist some other 
nurse who is battling with disease, filth, etc. Prominent among my early strug¬ 
gles in the small hospital of which f have control were those with vermin, 
and 1 learned the value of Sabadilla. Rubbed well into the roots of the hair, it 
kills them off miraculously, and one need feel no fear of going near a patient 
after the Sabadilla has been applied, as it gets in its deadly work at once. 
I sing its praises, for it has saved me many a heartache. As it is only ten cents 
an ounce, its cheapness will recommend it. I have never found any vermin on 
an Italian, with one exception, although the peasant type are famous for their 
filth and unkemptness, but the Swedes, Cornish, and lower-class Americans teem 
with them. 

Perhaps it would be wise to relate a little experience we had in the hospital 
with picric acid. 

A man was burned by the explosion of a gasoline tank, and as quickly as 
he could immersed himself in a hogshead of water, then hurried to a doctor's 
office. The patient was suffering intensely, and the doctor made a solution of 
picric acid in a pail and plunged the man’s arms in it and deluged tho other 
portions of the body that were burned with it. The next day the patient grew 
steadily worse, and on the following day was admitted to the hospital. I secured 
a sample of urine, which was a very dark coffee color, and the physician said 
immediately the man was poisoned, and was suffering from the poisoning, and 
not from the burns, as supposed. I hastily bathed the patient and endeavored 
to get off all the picric acid, gave normal saline solution subcutaneously and in 
enemas, but to no avail, the patient rapidly becoming delirious and dying shortly 
in great agony. M. R. M. B. 


Dear Editor: Naturally, among the nurses of our State who have neither 
had nor made an opportunity to follow the proceedings of the New York State 
Nurses’ Association during the nearly completed two years of its existence there 



